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astro office free download with crackNew Haven, Conn. — February 19, 2014 — The American Heart Association, in
conjunction with the American College of Cardiology, has released a statement urging the U.S. Congress to pass a bill
extending federal funding for treating pre-diabetes and diabetes-related health conditions and services through 2016.
“The American Heart Association strongly supports extending the funding of the Medicaid Diabetes Prevention
Program through the year 2016,” said Timothy O’Connor, M.D., F.A.C.C., director of the Cardiovascular Epidemiology
Research Center at St. Louis University. “Providing additional funding will help to ensure that more adults with pre-
diabetes can receive the individualized counseling and support needed to prevent a full-blown type 2 diabetes diagnosis.”
The statement from the American Heart Association, American College of Cardiology and other stakeholders comes on
the heels of an announcement by President Obama that he is extending for one year funds for Medicaid-eligible
individuals with pre-diabetes. The American Heart Association estimates that 10 million Americans have pre-diabetes, a
condition that puts them at high risk of developing type 2 diabetes. It is the sixth leading cause of death in the U.S. Pre-
diabetes is a condition in which blood sugar levels are higher than normal but not yet high enough to be considered a
diagnosis of diabetes. The statement, available here, was approved by the organization’s policy committee during its
annual meeting in November. It was reviewed by an AHA Communications Advisory Board prior to approval. More
than 30 million people in the U.S. have been diagnosed with diabetes, which can lead to heart disease, stroke, blindness
and amputation of limbs. More than half of adults with pre-diabetes don’t know it, and many don’t receive treatment to
prevent or delay diabetes. “AHA strongly urges Congress to pass legislation providing $3 billion in funding to prevent
and treat diabetes,” said Cathi Hoyt, M.D., AHA deputy executive director and chief medical officer. “Continued
funding of the Medicaid Diabetes Prevention Program, also known as the DPP, is vital for treating more Americans
with pre-diabetes, preventing and delaying the progression to type 2 diabetes and improving cardiovascular health.”
Source: American Heart Association High blood sugar can increase the risk of heart attack or stroke.
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